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eLearning Unit Plan on The Great Gatsby - May 8th-21st  

(This document is available in our class pages on Edmodo) 
While you are at home during the COVID-19 school closure, you will complete the assignments that are 
outlined below. Each school day and the assignments that are due are in red so that you can locate them 
easily. Also, be mindful that the assignments that are given for each day will be due on turnitin.com and 
must be typed in a single Word Document (you may only submit one document in each dropbox).  
Please make sure to submit assignments on time. 
 
Communication 

● Feel free to reach out to me via email (eleni.davis@richlandone.org), on Edmodo, or Remind should 
you have any questions. 

 
Standards 
I.2 Transact with texts to formulate questions, propose explanations, and consider alternative views and 
multiple perspectives. 
I.3 Construct knowledge, applying disciplinary concepts and tools, to build deeper understanding of the world 
through exploration, collaboration, and analysis. 
I.5 Reflect throughout the inquiry process to assess metacognition, broaden understanding, and guide actions, 
both individually and collaboratively. 
R.L.9  Interpret and analyze the author’s use of words, phrases, and conventions, and how their relationships 
shape meaning and tone in print and multimedia texts. 
R.L.11 Analyze and provide evidence of how the author’s choice of point of view, perspective, and purpose 
shape content, meaning, and style. 
W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

Objectives:  

1. I will be able to define the American Dream as it is presented in The Great Gatsby.  

2. I will be able to explore relationship dynamics and the construction of identity in The Great Gatsby.  

 

Essential Questions 

1. What is the American Dream? Has its definition changed over time? 

2. In what ways does the American Dream mean different things for different Americans? 

3. To what extent does culture and society shape an individual’s concept of the American Dream? 

 

Resources needed to complete the lessons: 

● Edmodo 

● Turnitin.com 

● Microsoft Word 

● The Great Gatsby (novel) (located in the files on Edmodo) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:eleni.davis@richlandone.org
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Weekly Zoom Check-ins 

 

Class Dates and Times (Check Edmodo for Zoom invitation) 

3A Monday, May 4th @ 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 12th @ 1 p.m. 
Monday, May 18th @ 1 p.m. 

4B Tuesday, May 5th @ 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 13th @ 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 19th @ 2 p.m. 

 

The Great Gatsby Reading Schedule 

 

What is due: 3A Due-dates 4B Due-dates 

Chapters 1 and 2 May 12th 
 

May 13th 

Chapters 3 and 4 
 

May 14th May 15th 

Chapters 5 and 6 
 

May 18th May 19th 

Chapters 7, 8, and 9 
 

May 20th May 21st 
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3A: May 8th, 4B: May 11th   

Background information: 
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The Roaring Twenties - Research the 1920s v. 2020: 

Research the following aspects of the culture of the 1920s: 
● Fashion/Clothing 
● Music 
● Architecture (the way buildings were built and appeared) 
● Brands 

Then, compare them to 2020 and write a well-developed, one-paragraph reflection on your findings. 
 

 

What is due? When is it due? Where is it due? 

The Roaring Twenties - Research on the 1920s v. 2020s 3A: May 8th 
4B: May 11th  
                    by 11:55 p.m. 

Turnitin.com  
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3A: May 12th, 4B: May 13th 
Reflective Questions on Chapters 1 and 2: 
Based on your reading of chapters 1 and 2, reflect on the following: 

1. What do we learn about Nick Carraway in the introductory section of the novel?  
2. What do we learn about Tom, Daisy, and Jordan respectively?  
3. When Nick leaves the Buchanans’ house, he is not comfortable. Why? What does this suggest about his 

values?  
4. What is your initial impression of the very elusive Jay Gatsby? 
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East Egg versus West Egg: A mini-research activity. 

1. Research the characteristics of the Georgian architecture that is present in the East Egg, as well as 
those of the Norman architecture that are present in the West Egg.  

2. Create a T-Chart, Venn Diagram, or a different graphic organizer of your choice to show the similarities 
and differences between the two styles of architecture.  

3. Then, in a few sentences, consider what your findings reveal about the characters that live in each 
“Egg”. 

 

 

 

What is due? When is it due? Where is it due? 

1. Reflective Questions on Chapters 1 and 2 
2. East Egg versus West Egg: A mini-research activity. 

 

3A: May 12th 
4B: May 13th  
                    by 11:55 p.m. 

Turnitin.com  
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3A: May 14th, 4B: May 15th 

Epigraphs: 

An EPIGRAPH is a short quotation or saying at the beginning of a book or chapter, intended to suggest its 

theme (if you remember, we encountered epigraphs at the beginning of each chapter in Into the Wild at the 

beginning of the year). 

Find the epigraph at the beginning of The Great Gatsby and respond to the following question:  

● When the epigraph refers to a man needing to wear “a gold hat” and “bounce high” in order to win a 

woman’s heart, what theme is being conveyed? How is this evident? 

 

Double-entry Journal on Chapters 3 and 4: 

Use the instructions below to complete a double entry journal on chapters 3 and 4. 

 

What the book says: 
 

● In this column, copy one quote per chapter 
(one from chapter 3 and one from 4).  

● You may select ANY passage that resonates 
with you in any way.  

● Copy each quote exactly as it is written.  
● If the quote exceeds one paragraph, you may 

use ellipsis… 
● Record the page number for each quote 

according to the MLA citation style. 

What I have to say: 
 
In this column, explain the following:  
a) Where in the book the quote is situated (what 
happened in the story before and after).  
b) What the excerpt is about and who the speaker 
is…either the narrator or one of the characters.  
c) Why you chose the quote. You may choose to 
write about Text to Self; Text to Text; Text to World 
Connections.  
d) Analyze how the quote is significant to the text. 
Examine the author’s craft. What rhetorical choices 
does the author make to tell the story?  
For example: How does the author use narrative 
point of view; flashback; setting; use of symbolism, 
imagery, characterization and/or word choice to set 
the mood? 

 

Below is an example from Chapter 1 for your reference: 

 

What the book says: 
 
Quote from Chapter 1: 
“If personality is an unbroken series of successful 
gestures, then there was something gorgeous about 
him, some heightened sensitivity to the promises of 
life, as if he were related to one of those intricate 
machines that register earthquakes ten thousand 
miles away.”  

What I have to say: 
 
Here, the narrator has just begun to tell the story of 
a man named Gatsby. The author chose to use a first 
person narrator, so his name has not yet been 
revealed. In this quote, the narrator speaks about 
Gatsby in the past tense, so I know that he is looking 
back to a certain time in his life as he tells this story. 
The author uses a simile to compare “personality” to 
“an unbroken series of successful gestures.” I am not 
sure exactly what that means, but I think he might 
be saying that Gatsby could keep everyone’s 
attention due to his personality, almost like a dancer 
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or cheerleader’s gestures draw our attention. Also, 
he uses another simile comparing Gatsby to a 
seismograph. The narrator speaks of Gatsby’s 
“heightened sensitivity to the promises of life…” 
meaning that Gatsby was fully awake and aware of 
the ways of the world. In both similes, the idea is 
that Gatsby is described as always moving, always 
aware of his surroundings. 

 

 

What is due? When is it due? Where is it due? 

1. Epigraphs 
2. Double-entry journal on chapters 3 and 4 

3A: May 14th 
4B: May 15th  
                    by 11:55 p.m. 

Turnitin.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3A: May 18th, 4B: May 19th 

Gatsby: Truth and Fiction 

Review the discussion between Nick and Gatsby in chapter 4 (from  “And then came that disconcerting ride…” 

to Gatsby’s mention of Jordan as his emissary)and try to distinguish the truth from the lies. Provide evidence 

to support your judgment.  
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Focus on the following in particular: 

● Family background 

● Education 

● Activities after college 

● Military service 

 

Double-entry Journal on Chapters 5 and 6: 

Use the instructions below to complete a double entry journal on chapters 5 and 6. 

 

What the book says: 
 

● In this column, copy one quote per chapter 
(one from chapter 5 and one from 6).  

● You may select ANY passage that resonates 
with you in any way.  

● Copy each quote exactly as it is written.  
● If the quote exceeds one paragraph, you may 

use ellipsis… 
● Record the page number for each quote 

according to the MLA citation style. 

What I have to say: 
 
In this column, explain the following:  
a) Where in the book the quote is situated (what 
happened in the story before and after).  
b) What the excerpt is about and who the speaker 
is…either the narrator or one of the characters.  
c) Why you chose the quote. You may choose to 
write about Text to Self; Text to Text; Text to World 
Connections.  
d) Analyze how the quote is significant to the text. 
Examine the author’s craft. What rhetorical choices 
does the author make to tell the story?  
For example: How does the author use narrative 
point of view; flashback; setting; use of symbolism, 
imagery, characterization and/or word choice to set 
the mood? 

 

An example from Chapter 1 can be found under May 14th/15th for your reference. 

 

 

What is due? When is it due? Where is it due? 

1. Gatsby: Truth and Fiction 

2. Double-entry journal on chapters 5 and 6 

3A: May 18th 
4B: May 19th  
                    by 11:55 p.m. 

Turnitin.com  

 

 

 

3A: May 20th, 4B: May 21st 
Self-fashioning: Read the article on Self-fashioning (in our folders on Edmodo) and respond to the following 

questions: 

1. Define “self-fashioning” in your own words. 

2. How does this concept pertain to Gatsby? 
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3. How does it relate to the idea of the American Dream? 

4. How does it relate to you?  

 

Double-entry Journal on Chapters 7, 8, and 9: 

Use the instructions below to complete a double entry journal on chapters 7 and 8. 

 

What the book says: 
 

● In this column, copy one quote per chapter 
(one from chapter 7, one from 8, and one 
from 9).  

● You may select ANY passage that resonates 
with you in any way.  

● Copy each quote exactly as it is written.  
● If the quote exceeds one paragraph, you may 

use ellipsis… 
● Record the page number for each quote 

according to the MLA citation style. 

What I have to say: 
 
In this column, explain the following:  
a) Where in the book the quote is situated (what 
happened in the story before and after).  
b) What the excerpt is about and who the speaker 
is…either the narrator or one of the characters.  
c) Why you chose the quote. You may choose to 
write about Text to Self; Text to Text; Text to World 
Connections.  
d) Analyze how the quote is significant to the text. 
Examine the author’s craft. What rhetorical choices 
does the author make to tell the story?  
For example: How does the author use narrative 
point of view; flashback; setting; use of symbolism, 
imagery, characterization and/or word choice to set 
the mood? 

 

An example from Chapter 1 can be found under May 14th/15th for your reference. 

 

What is due? When is it due? Where is it due? 

1. Self-fashioning 

2. Double-entry journal on chapters 7, 8, and 9 

3A: May 20th 
4B: May 21st  
                    by 11:55 p.m. 

Turnitin.com  

 

 

 

Please do your best to submit your work on time, and feel free to contact me if you have any 

questions! 
 

 

 


